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Minutes of the Second Meeting of the Carleton River Watershed Area Water 

Quality Steering Committee 
 

Municipality of the District of Yarmouth, Hebron, N.S., June 23, 2015 

 

Present: 
Brad Fulton, Senior Planning Officer, Municipalities of the Districts of Yarmouth and Argyle (Chair) 

Steve Tattrie, Senior Program Administrator for Agriculture Protection, N. S. Department of Agriculture (by 

Skype) 

Paul Brenton, Environmental Farm Plan Manager, Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture (by Skype) 

Dawn MacNeill, Watershed Planner, Nova Scotia Department of Environment 

Darrell Taylor, Water Quality Specialist, Nova Scotia Department of Environment 

John Sollows, Executive Director, Tusket River Environmental Protection Association (Secretary) 

Roy Fudge, President, Tusket River Environmental Protection Association and Carleton resident 

Jim Mullen, Former President, Nova Scotia Mink Breeders’ Association 

Nicole Burkhard, Transition Officer, Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture 

John Cunningham, Councillor, Municipality of the District of Yarmouth, PAC Chair and Carleton resident 

Brad Toms, Biologist, Mersey-Tobeatic Research Institute – (by Skype) 

Alex Cunningham, TREPA Summer Student 

 

Regrets: 

Aldric D’Entremont, Warden Municipality of Argyle 

Danny Hill, Councillor, Municipality of Clare 

Jean Cleveland, Tusket River Environmental Protection Association and resident of Carleton 

 
Introductory comments:  Brad F. welcomed all participants, and invited them to introduce themselves.  Mike 

Brylinsky’s passing was recognized with regret.  His contributions are much appreciated, and his premature 

death is a reminder of the need to institutionalize this program, so that it does not depend on one individual. 

 

Approval of minutes:  Moved:  John, seconded:  Roy.  Carried. 

Business arising from minutes: Covered in these proceedings 

 

Report on 2015 Sampling program. 

 

John S.’s remarks are given in Appendix 2.  Limited funding has imposed compromises, but thanks to 

contributions from NS Environment, Adopt-a-Stream, the three Yarmouth county municipalities, and in-kind 

help from N.S. Fisheries and Aquaculture, sampling of all lakes is planned for August, and for six lakes in 

October. Seven lakes were sampled in May.  Cheaper than anticipated equipment will be procured for 

volunteers, and blue-green algal sampling has been cut. 

Brad Fulton, and Jean and Randy Cleveland have put together Secchi disks and are organizing collecting 

apparatus for volunteers.  Jean is willing to organize “outstanding” volunteers. 

Data base needs tweaking to become more user-friendly.  Action:  John S. to check and send Brad data base 

including data collected in May 1915. 

Jim reports that access to Nowlans is possible on foot through the cemetery.   

 

 



 

Discussion on Funding Requirements and Opportunities: 

A broad base of funding support is desirable.  Nova Scotia Environment had residual funds at the end of the 

2014-15 fiscal year, and this is not guaranteed in future, especially under present budgetary conditions. 

NS Agriculture has not committed.  The Department has a number of programs with farmers, facilitating 

transitions to best management practices. Nova Scotia Federation of /agriculture provides guiding 

recommendations.  The focus of the Department is more on farmers and not on environmental monitoring. 

Partnerships with universities may have potential. 

The Fur Farming Research Fund aims to support research under a university-fur industry partnership.  Aleutian 

disease is one item of interest.  Action: Jim to advise of priorities under this program, 

MTRI is pursuing funding from Environment Canada to address the overlap between agriculture and species at 

risk.  Bird species at risk were the main focus, but Brad can check about the relationship with Atlantic Coastal 

Plains Flora and report back. 

RBC Blue Water Program and TD Friends of the Environment are potential sources.  MTRI used the TD 

program to buy equipment; RBC’s focus changes from year to year. 

CARP has found its traditional funding sources shrinking, and is reaching out to the community for funding.  

This may include a festival to better acquaint the community with the program. 

A bloom in Mattattall Lake (Cumberland-Colchester border) led cottage-owners in the area to organize money 

($200/household and 80 households) to find a program to identify the causes of the blooms. 

Data interpretation and reporting: 

Darrell has had initial, tentative discussions with ACER about continued help, but given the recent loss of Mike, 

it is prudent to wait for more substantive discussions.  Semi-retired limnologists may be the best choice, for a 

number of reasons! 

John can help with the interpretation and has already drafted a report for the work in 2014.  Action:  John to 

circulate to Committee. 

Action: Nicole to check for interest at Universite Ste-Anne. 

Josh Kurek from Mount Alison is planning to do a coring survey this summer.  This will complement the water 

quality studies and provide some historical context. 

Action: Paul to check for interest with Dr. Bo Hai Nu. 

At Dalhousie, Drs. Nguyen Quang Tri and Shannon Stirling have expertise in blue-green algae and limnology, 

respectively. Action:  WHO?   to contact them to assess interest. 

TOR’s of Steering Committee:  

Draft TOR’s were circulated by Brad and discussed. 

Suggested amendments:  (a) Add “Industry” to the list of partners under “Purpose” and “Objectives.” 



 

Finish “Purpose” with “with the goal of maintaining water quality program and protecting lakes.” 

Under Membership,” Agriculture Canada may be too far removed. Action:  Steve to check with Shelley 

Manning re. interest in participating.  

Consider adding representative from Avalon Mines.  Also NS Power, which monitors water and has dams on 

Wentworth and Raynards Lakes.  Action: Darrell to check with Nova Scotia Power.  

Other community members:  Already represented by Municipal Councillor and TREPA members, wearing two 

hats.  Caution advised;  broad-minded folks needed! 

Technical Advisory Committee:  With Mike’s departure, consists of /Darrell, John, and not the NS Mink 

Breeders’ Association.  Interest will be solicited form academic institutions, starting with ACER.  Should be 

informal, in the interests of flexibility. 

Decision-making by consensus. 

Reporting mechanisms are as per the organizations members represent, and as per funding agreements. 

Meetings should be semi-annual, in the spring and fall, probably April and early November. 

Action:  Dawn to help Brad tighten up TOR’s. 

Steering Committee minutes and reports can be stored on the MODY website. 

Action:  Brad F. to send Brad T. data base to adapt it to a more user-friendly form.  John S. to assist with 

interpretation, as needed! 

Noted that it would be very desirable to have data on Blue-green species composition and concentration.  ALS 

in Winnipeg does the job.  Cost for analyses is about $350 per sample.  Dr. Tri may be able to help.  Action:  

Nicole and Darrell to discuss.  Note:  Will not happen without funding. 

Action Items: 

(1) Brad and the Municipality to develop the website to disseminate information as possible 

(2) Dawn to tighten up the Committee’s TOR’s with Brad by end of July  

(3) Jim to advise on plans for the Fur Industry Research fund within two weeks 

(4) Brad T. to make data more user-friendly on receipt form Brad F. 

(5) John S. to circulate 2014 rpeort and draft minutes to all members ASAP. 

(6) John S. to connect Josh Kurek and Jason LeBlanc with Jim re. access to Nowlans and Placides. 

(7) John S. to check and send Brad data base including data collected in May 1915. 

(8) Nicole to check for interest at Universite Ste-Anne in participating. 

(9) Paul to check for interest with Dr. Bo Hai Nu. 

(10) WHO?   to contact Nguyen Quang Tri and Shanong Stirnling to assess interest. 

(11) Steve to check with Shelley Manning re. Ag. Canada interest in participating.  

(12) Darrell to check with N.S. Power re. possibility of support. 

(13) Darrell and Nicole to discuss involving Nguyen Quang Tri in blue-green algal analysis. 

(14) All to look for funding and in-kind support. 

(15) Next meeting:  First half of November.  Brad advised to advance three options. 

 

     Motion to adjourn:  By John S. at 1:40. 



 

Steering Committee Meeting June 23, 2015 

Appendix 1 

2015 WATER SAMPLING PROGRAM 

TO DATE 

FUNDING 

ASKED: 

About $30K 

to sample 14 lakes 

3 times per year 

and cover all contingencies 

 

RECEIVED: 

$10K (NS Environment)+$3K (Adopt-a-Stream, mostly for other sampling)+$1.5K (MODY) +$0.4K (Mun. of 

Argyle)+$110 (Town)+ in-kind (NS DFA, saving roughly $2K) 

 

=+ about $15K equiv. 

 

RESPONSE: 

More modest sampling 

7 lakes in May 

14 in August (incl. Four by NSDFA) 

6 in Oct. (more if budget allows) 

 

Drop blue-green algae sampling. 

Cheaper equipment for volunteers 

VOLUNTEER SITUATION 

Situation good for Parr, Fanning, Raynards, Vaughan, and Kegeshook 

Sloans probably doable, but nobody on the lake. 

Ogden probably OK, to be confirmed (Charles has retired!) 

Salmon River Lake (lower Annis system; good “control”) and Digby County lakes -- ??? 

 

Kings County plastic collecting bottles don't work well in our deeper lakes (Collapse between 3 and 6 m.). 

Will supply freezer packs and coolers to volunteers;  started already. 

 

LAKE ACCESS 

Placides? 

Nowlans? 

Ogden should be OK, in a boat. 

Also worth considering in Raynards. 

 

WATER SAMPLING DATA REPOSITORY 

MODY has received up to end 2014.   

Spring 2015 data received? 

 

 

 


