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A Committee of the Whole meeting was held on Wednesday, July 8th, 2020 via video conference. 

  
1. Call to Order / Record of Attendance: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am by Deputy Warden John Cunningham with the following 
in attendance:  Councillor Trevor Cunningham, Councillor Daniel Allen, and Councillor Loren Cushing, 
Councillor Gerard LeBlanc, and Councillor Patti Durkee.  Also present were CAO Victoria Brooks, 
Raymond Jacquard, Municipal Solicitor, Dean Fuller, Returning Officer, Victoria Pearce, Municipal 
Clerk/Communications Officer, and Barb DeViller, Administrative Assistant/Recording Secretary.    

 
Deputy Warden John Cunningham welcomed Victoria Pearce as the Municipality of Yarmouth’s new 
Municipal Clerk/Communications Officer.    

 
2. Additions to the Agenda: 

 
 Item 10.2 – NSFM Code of Conduct Media Story on CBC - was added to the agenda. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda: 
 
 It was moved by Councillor Trevor Cunningham and seconded by Councillor Daniel Allen to 

approve the agenda with the addition of 10.2 – NSFM Code of Conduct Media Story on CBC. 
 
          Motion approved unanimously.  

4. Declarations of any Conflict of Interest: 
 
 Deputy Warden John Cunningham declared a conflict of interest on items 5.2 and 5.3 of the agenda.  

Councillor Trevor Cunningham agreed to chair for these two items. 
 

5. Presentations: 
  5.1 Alternative Voting By-law 
 The draft Alternative Voting By-law was presented to Council for their review.  CAO Brooks indicated 

this by-law will provide enabling legislation to carry out instructions to deliver the election via 
alternative voting methods for 2020.  There were some minor corrections with respect to pronouns 
that were gender specific and the language was modernized.  The by-law defines certain terminology 
that would be specific to alternative voting.  It sets out how certain aspects and certain processes 
need to be fulfilled.  It complies with and honours the requirements of the Nova Scotia Municipal 
Elections Act.  It mentions safety and security.  There are offences and penalties that are defined.  
The draft by-law is being presented to Council for discussion and a request for recommendation to 
first reading to Council.   

  
 It was moved by Councillor Patti Durkee and seconded by Councillor Gerard LeBlanc to 

recommend that Council approve the first reading of the Alternative Voting By-law. 
 
          Motion approved unanimously. 
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CAO Brooks indicated the by-law will be moving ahead to Council, therefore the alternative polling 
days must be approved by Resolution of Council.  The Municipality’s Returning Officer Dean Fuller 
has recommended that the alternative polling dates be October 8th, 2020 beginning at 12:01 am 
through October 17th, 2020 at 7:00 pm inclusive.  This honours the Nova Scotia Municipal Elections 
Act.  It considers requirements with respect to advanced polling days with a long weekend in that 
window.  These alternative polling days provide as much flexibility as possible for voters.   
 
Councillor Trevor Cunningham signified his approval for an alternative voting method by electronic 
means due to the uncertainty around COVID-19.  This will make voting safer and ensure electoral 
results to the greatest extent possible.   

 
 It was moved by Councillor Trevor Cunningham and seconded by Councillor Patti Durkee to 

recommend the approval of the alternate polling dates from October 8th, 2020 at 12:01pm 
through to October 17th, 2020 at 7:00 pm inclusive. 

         Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Deputy Warden John Cunningham declared a conflict of interest and stepped away from the meeting 
at 10:13 am.  Councillor Trevor Cunningham stepped forward to chair the meeting for items 5.2 and 
5.3 on the agenda. 

 
  5.2 Repeal of Solid Waste Resource Collection and Disposal By-law S-088-19 
  
 CAO Brooks clarified that the recommendation to Council is for first reading of the repeal. 
 

It was moved by Councillor Loren Cushing and seconded by Councillor Daniel Allen to 
recommend that Council approve the first reading of the repeal of the Solid Waste Resource 
Collection and Disposal By-law S-088-19. 
         Motion approved unanimously. 

 
  5.3 Proposed Solid Waste Resource Collection and Disposal By-law Amendment  
   S-088-20 
 CAO Brooks clarified the amendment to the by-law is about preserving the integrity of the organics 

waste stream and removing as much plastic or non-compliant material as possible. 
 

It was moved by Councillor Daniel Allen and seconded by Councillor Loren Cushing to        
recommend that Council approve the first reading of the proposed Solid Waste Resource 
Collection and Disposal By-law Amendment S-088-20. 

 
          Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Deputy Warden John Cunningham resumed his duties as chair of meeting at 10:16 am.  
 

6. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
  6.1 Dry Weather Situation (from June 24 Regular Council) 

CAO Brooks indicated that the Regional Emergency Management Organization (REMO) has been 
working on a plan for the current dry weather situation.  The dry weather situation has not yet been 
identified or labeled as a drought. Resources such as bulk water distribution that were once 
accessible are not available at this time due to COVID-19 safety concerns. At a planning meeting 
earlier in the week the MODY team outlined what would be required for making water available under 
the Department of Environment approval and Public Health protocols at the Mariners Centre.  There 
is work that needs to be done in order for the Town of Yarmouth Water Utility to approve the 
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installation of a dedicated water meter.  It is expected that within the next two weeks a distribution 
plan will be in place.  Volunteer staffing will be required in order to honour the Public Health protocols.  
The Water Supply Upgrade Lending Program is also being promoted.  Council has placed a limit on 
the number of loans it will issue a year at ten or $100,000.00.  No applications for the program have 
been received this year.  MODY staff is working with the Department of Housing to determine how 
their programs may aid in financing.   
 
Council discussed this recurring item at length and the essential need for water in the District of 
Yarmouth.  Action is needed.  Council indicated a two week waiting period is not acceptable.  Having 
the Municipality of Yarmouth drill a well for public use was brought up as well as REMO providing free 
bottled water and the possible negative impact on the private sector when municipalities give potable 
water away for free.  

 
It was moved by Councillor Trevor Cunningham and seconded by Councillor Loren Cushing to 
recommend that Council write a letter to the Town of Yarmouth Water Utility, with a copy to 
the province of Nova Scotia, alerting to the recurring water situation within the Municipality of 
Yarmouth and that the Town of Yarmouth should be more proactive in serving the needs of 
municipal residents.   
   

On a vote of 5 in favour (Deputy Warden John Cunningham, Councillor Trevor Cunningham, 
Councillor Daniel Allen, Councillor Loren Cushing, Councillor Gerard LeBlanc) and 1 opposed 

(Councillor Patti Durkee) motion carried. 
 
  6.2 Staff Report – Dining Pods at Cape Forchu 
 
  CAO Brooks indicated that, at the request of Council, research was conducted on an initiative that 

was seen to be underway in Amsterdam in Europe that would speak to the requirements of social 
distancing in a dining context.  Staff looked into the availability and accessibility of product as well as 
the context of product similar to what was being used in Amsterdam.  It was confirmed that product is 
available in Canada.  There are some concerns with using these products at Cape Forchu with 
respect to wind speeds.   In her staff report, CAO Brooks recommended taking a look at a more 
robust unit for Cape Forchu in the next fiscal year to see how it performs and go from there.   

 
 After some discussion, Council agreed with the recommendations of CAO Brooks.  This item will be 

added to the working file for next year’s plan and will be brought forward again as Council deliberates 
the budget for the next fiscal year.    

 
7. Correspondence 

 
  7.1 for action 
   7.1.1 Nova Scotia Power – Smart Meters 
 
 CAO Brooks indicated that at this stage of the pandemic, Nova Scotia Power is in a position to begin 

re-installing smart meters.  NSPI realizes there may be a need for education around the dynamics of 
smart meters so they are offering to complete a 30 minute presentation to Council with a Q&A to 
follow.    

 
 Councillor Trevor Cunningham agreed to hearing the presentation of NSPI but advised Council 

should be careful not to indicate an endorsement for smart meters.  Councillor Gerard LeBlanc 
inquired as to whether NSPI would provide education to the public.  CAO Brooks advised that staff 
will create a platform to live feed the presentation to Council so the public can observe however the 
chairperson will have control over the meeting.  She recommended Council question Nova Scotia 
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Power on public education during their presentation.  Council gave direction for staff to set up a 
presentation with Nova Scotia Power.   

 
  7.2 for information  
   7.2.1 Letter from Housing Nova Scotia re: 2019-20 Municipal Contribution –  

  Western Regional Housing Authority 
7.2.2 Tourism Tax Credit Supported by Atlantic Canada Industry Leaders 

 
8. New Business 
 

  8.1 Signing Officer 
 
 CAO Brooks indicated that, due to Warden Anthony’s leave of absence, there is a requirement for an 

additional signing officer from the elected officials.  The Municipality of Yarmouth is required to have 
two signatures on all cheques, one elected official and one staff member.  It is her recommendation 
that Councillor Trevor Cunningham be added as a signing officer.    

 
 It was moved by Councillor Daniel Allen and seconded by Councillor Gerard LeBlanc to 

recommend that Council approve Councillor Trevor Cunningham be delegated as a signing 
officer for the Municipality of the District of Yarmouth.    

          Motion carried unanimously. 
9. Other Business 

 
  It was moved by Councillor Patti Durkee and seconded by Councillor Daniel Allen to move into 

in-camera session at 11:08 a.m. 
          Motion carried unanimously. 

10.  In-camera (if necessary) 
 

  10.1 Legal advice eligible for solicitor-client privilege – MGA 22.2 (g) 
10.2 NSFM Code of Conduct Media story on CBC 

 
11.  In-camera recommendations (if any)  

 
12.  Adjournment  

It was moved by Councillor Daniel Allen and seconded by Councillor Loren Cushing to 
adjourn at 12:28 pm. 

          Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
         __________________________________ 
         Deputy Warden John Cunningham 
 
 
         __________________________________ 
         CAO Victoria Brooks 
 
          
         __________________________________ 
         Municipal Clerk Victoria Pearce 


